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Law is an increasingly competitive business. | first realised this
when | was a law student at the University of Vienna, the biggest law
faculty in the German-speaking world, with roughly 10,000
students. | learnt that profound legal knowledge alone is not
something that characterises a good law graduate. To survive in the
professional world, extra knowledge and gualifications are needed to
mark you off from the masses. To achieve this, the most logical step
was to study abroad, mostly in other countries of the EU or in the
USA. However, | soon realised that this was not something special
anymore, but something that most successful lawyers and
law-trained professionals did. That realisation was the reason for me
to try something that was not considered as something usual. After
obtaining my master and doctorate degrees in law | decided against
to go to Japan and studied in Kyudai's LL.M. Program. | also
improved my language skills. My first longer stay in Fukuoka did not
only help me to develop as a person and to meet new people and
make friends with colleagues from all over the world, but this unigue
experience opened doors at a professional level. Studying in Japan
was - at least at that time - considered as an “adventure” for most
Europeans, but at the same time was seen as a big asset - |
managed to obtain this “unique feature” (i.e., something that was
“different” ) to give me an advantage in my job search.

Back in Austria | took the bar exam and found a job in a law firm
where | was able to use my legal knowledge and language skills the
way | always wanted to. However, | always felt that - at a young age
- it was the time to collect broader professional experience. | quit
the job at my law firm and moved to one of the strongest growing
European companies where | worked as an in-house counsel in the
headquarters near Salzburg (Austria). It was a very international job
- | dealt with legal inquiries from many parts of the world.

My heart belonged to academia though and when | got the chance
to come back to Kyudai in early 2010 | gladly accepted. | had two
dreams: First, | wanted to contribute to research in fields | had been
working in. Second, | wanted to pass on my legal knowledge and
professional experience to those who want to go international.
Kyudai offers me this chance for which | am very grateful. | am very
looking forward to contributing to the internationalisation process in
Kyushu.
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