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This is a joint seminar with the "Comparative Studies of Politics and
Public Administration in Asia (CSPA)" Programme, an international
programme of the Graduate School of Law. Most students enrolled in
the CSPA programme are international students. You can, therefore,
enjoy a perfect environment to improve your skills to discuss in
English by participating in this seminar.

The ultimate aim of this seminar is to enable you to argue politics and
society in English with employing academic concepts and theories of
political studies. The seminar in this academic year, for this purpose,
the main theme of this academic year is “Good Governance in
Political Studies.” The main topic will be: (1) Political Corruption
(Spring Semester), (2) Citizenship Education (Fall Semester).
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This seminar is designed to develop your skills to discuss, in English,
various topics in politics. All discussions in this seminar are held in
English. Students who have a plan to study in an English speaking
country in near future, who just came back from studying abroad, and




who would like to maintain one’s English fluency are particularly
welcome, but not necessary. Please be advised that active
participation is essential; you are, in every session, required to make
some speeches/presentations, and also have discussions.

Students who take this seminar only in one semester for reasons
such as studying abroad are welcome. The seminar is also pleased to
welcome your participation as a sub-seminar or an observer.
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The text will be provided through the Moodle. The reading list is
offered at the first session of each semester.
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(1) Spring Semester : Political Corruption

Political Corruption refer to the abuse of public finances and
resources for private gain. In developing countries, and indeed in
many developed nations as well, political corruption hinders fair
goverment activities and the democratic and efficient exercise of
public authority. We will therefore discuss what political corruption is,
how it is measured, how it can be controlled.

(2) Fall Semester : Citizenship Education

Citizenship education is a kind of education aimed at making good
citizens. For a democracy to function well, not only the existence of
good institution, but also the presence of good citizens who support
them is absolutely essential. We will examine what kind of education
is required to cultivate such good citizens.

(3) Final essay

You are required to submit an academic essay (research paper) in
English at the end of this course. You cannot get a credit with this
seminar without submitting your final essay.

(4) Field Trips

Each year, we decide on one topic and have a study trip. The topic
and destination are decided by the students through discussion. In
principle, summer study trip is mandatory, whilst spring trip is
organised on request.

Season Topic Destination
Summer 2015  Henoko US Marine Corp Base Okinawa
Sprin 2016 Conservation of Historic Town Kanazawa
Frontier Island and Japan-Korea Tsushima &
Summer 2016
Relationships Busan

Spring 2017 Historical Tradition and Sightseeing Policy Miyazaki

Summer 2017 Land Reclamation Dispute in Isahaya Bay Nagasaki
Spring 2018 International Sightseeing City Yufuin Yufu
Summer 2018 Internationalisation Policy of Busan City Busan
Summer 2019  Restart of Sendai Nuclear Power Plant Kagoshima

) International  Sightseeing  Strategy of Minamioguni
Spring 2020 )
Kurokawa Hot Spring (Kumamoto)

(2021~2013: No field trip for the COVID)




Vacant House Measures and
Summer 2024 )
Preservation

(2025: No field trip)

Townscape Onomichi
(Hiroshima)
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Participation and discussion : 50%
Final essay : 50%




